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From Cueftay, December 29. to Churfday, December 31. 1713. 





Another Letter to the Mercator, mm which the Account given in by the Commiffioners of the Cuftom- 
Houfe to the Houfe of Lords, detecting the Old Scheme, ws produced under their Hands, and what 
is quoted by the Adverfary from the \uf{pector-General, # proved not to differ from it. 





wT HE MERCATOR is to acknowledge 

both to the Author of the Letters which 

now take up this Paper, and to the Readers, 

an Error committed in the Printing the latt 
MFRCATOR, by which the Letter following, with the 
Report of the Commiffioners therein mentioned, which 
fhould have been firft Printed, was omitted; and the Let- 
ter in the lat MERCATOR which fhould have been Jaft, 
was Printed before it: The Reader,upon this Notice,will 
eafily corre the Diforder by taking them as they were 
defign’d by the Author, and only reading this Paper be- 
fore the laft. 

To the Mercator. 


‘ [N my laft Letter to you, I promifed to bring you 
‘* fome Evidence again{t the OLD SCHEME, for 
the new Undertakers to be doing with while I may 
draw up in Rank and File the many Squadrons of 
abominable Cheats in that SCHEME, for thefe Peo- 
ples farther Ufe ; thar when they go about to wath 
this Ethiopian White, they may fee which End to 

begin at. . 
© The firft Evidence I thall bring is from the Com- 
miflioners of the Cuftoms ; and as they acknowledge 
the Infpector-General is the proper Officer to certify 
thefe Things, we hope they will alfo allow the Com- 
miflioners to be proper Officers, and capable to {peak 
Truth, and to prove it when they have done; and 
I ver confront them with the Jnfpettor-General after- 
ward. 

‘ But before I bring this Evidence, you are defired to 
underftand whar it is thefe Cavillers at the cleareft 
Truth would alledge, ( viz.) That Dr. Davenant’s 
Account of the Year 1668-9, and this of the Com- 
miffioners differing very much, and that Dr. Dave- 
nant being upon Oath, and the Commiflioners not 
upon Oath, they would have us fuppofe that the Dr.’s 
Evidence is moft to be credited, and then that Do¢tor 
Davenant’s Account and their OLD SCHEME being 
near in Value, are probsbly the fame ; and fo the Dr. 
is made an Evidence for their old FORGED 
SCHEME. This is the Sum of what they fay for 
the Scheme, and its Credit is to be reflored by this 
piece of Sophiftry. 

‘ Bur, in Return to ‘this, I undertake to prove first, 
that the Doétor is right in what he fays, and the Com- 
miffioners right alfo; and fecondly, that yet the Old 
INcgitimate Scheme will remain an ill-begotten Baftard, 
as it was before. 

Firft then, Hear what Evidence is given againft it by 
© the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, which Evidence is 
€ clear and pofitive, and tho’ not upon Oath ought to 
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be Satisfactory, beeasfe taken out of their Books, 

which Books Dr. 2:7 3 owns might be fearched, 
© if time were allowed, an¢ which may fiill be referr’d 
‘to in the Cafe, to piove their Account Right, as {hall 
“be obferved prefently: The Report of the Commif- 
¢ fioners againft the SCHEME, is as follows: 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament Affembled. 


Myy it pleafe Your Lordfhips, 

©W7 Our Lordhhips having been pleafed, in your Or 
¢ der of the 17th Inflant, to dire the Commifli- 
© oners_of Her Maiefty’s Cuftoms to lay before yout 
© Lordthips fuch Objestions as appear to them in rela- 
© tion to the Scheme of Trade between England and 
‘France, which they laid before your Lordthip on the 
© eth Inftant ; 


i 


© In Obedience thereunto, the fiid Commiffioners do 
“humbly Report, That obferving at the Foot of the 
* Account of the Woollen and Silk MdnufaStures in the 
* faid Scheme the following Words, viz. 
* This os the full of what was Exported according to the 
‘ Cu/tom-bonje Books in the Port of London, from 
© Michaelmas 1668 19 Michaelmas 1699; 
* They compared the faid Account with the Exports of 
* the Woollen Manufaéiures in the Cuftonhoufe Books 
© of the Port af London, Exeracts whereof are now lying 
: before your Lordihips ; by which they find there was 
much greater Quantities of Woollen Manufacture 
‘ Exported from London that Year than is mentioned 
“in the Scheme, as will appear to your Lordfhips by 
* the following Comparifons ; viz. 






















































































Quantities Quantit. by 
Names of the Species. — by the . the Cuftom- 
Scheme, houfeBooks. 
Ps of Norwich Stuffs — 354 1701 
Ps of Serges & Perpetuana’s—5364 7585 
Ps of Single Bayes 2282 ——1569 
Small Minikin Bayes 16€ ——— 168 
Small double Bayes — 464 286 
Dozen Mens Worfted Hofe — 2140 
Ditto 8336 5829 
Dozen Childrens Hofe-———— 1172 . | 
Yards of Flannel 40C 1215 
Hundred Goads of Cotton — 1200- 1024, 
Long Cloths: 112 349 
Short Cloth: 42 $4 
Spanith Cloths 826 —— 2049 
Donble Northern Dozens——= 97 305 
Single Northern Dozens 60 162 
Penniftones 6 . {OL 
Kerfies =3585 5997 


‘Several of the Out-Port Books being wanting for 
‘ the Year mention’d in the Scheme, whereby the Com- 
‘ miflioners might judge of the Proportion which. the 
Out-Ports bear to London in the Exportation of the 
Woollen ManufaSture to France; they caufed the Ac- 
counts of other Years, which have been lately prepa- 
red by Order of the Houfe of Commons, to be Exa- 
mined, and find that the Proportion of one Third for 
the Out-Ports being the Allowance mentioned in the 
Scheme, is not a fufficient Proportion, forafmuch as 
it appears by thofe Accounts that the Quantities of 
Stuffs and Serges Exported, which are confiderable 
Articles of the Woollen Manufactures in the Trade to 

France, were much greater it thofe Years from the 
Out-Ports than from the Port of London. 

‘ The Commiffioners obferve, that the Goods from 
the Britifh Plantations, 2s Sugar, Cotton, Tobacco, 
Indico, &c. and alfo thofe from India and other fo- 
reign Parts Re-exported from this Kingdom to France, 
which amount to a very. confiderable Sum, are: not 
taken notice of in the faid Scheme ; and tho’ they are 
not of che Produst and Manufacture of England, yet 
they humbly conceive they fhould not have been omit- 
ted in a Ballance of the Exports to and Imports from 
France. : 

© The Commiffioners do likewife humb!y take notice 
to your Lordfhips, that the Accounts of Importations 
by the Scheme being Computations for all England 
in grofs Articles, the Commiffioners on this Cccation 
¢ making no ObjeStions but from Fa&s appearing in 
‘the Books of the Cufioms, cannot enter into an Ex- 
‘amination of thar part, becanfe fiveral Books of the 
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t Out-Ports for that Year, as they have before repor- 
€ ted, afe wanting. | 
¢ From all which the Commiffioners humbly conclude 
t the faid Scheme cou’d not be taken from the Cuftom- 
© houfe Books ; and they are confirm’d in this Opinion, 
©becaufe they do fot fitid any Notice taken of that 
© Scheme in the Minutes of the Board in that Year ; 
‘fort does it appear by the Entry of the Scheme in 
¢ their Office, that the fame was prepared by Order of 
the Commiffioners of the Cufloms. 
' All which is humbly fubmitted to your Lordfhips 


Confideration. | 
| E. Gibbon. 
Ciaftom-houfe, FZ. Santey. 
London, 23. Bridges 


June, 1713. 


* OF this Account Firff it isttobe obferved, that the 
© Commiflions fay exprefly that this is taken out of their 
‘ Books ; They compared the faid Accounts (SCHEME) 
‘with the Exports of the Woollen Manufactures in 
© the Cuffom-houfe Books of the Ports of London, Ex- 
‘ tracts whereof were then lying before the Houfe of 
¢ Lords, to try the Truth of it by. 

‘Is not this as Authentick asan Account upon Oath, 
‘the Extracts then lying before the Houfe of Lords, 
and the Officers liable to be examined upon Oath, 
* when the Houfe pleafed ° 

‘ Next, It is to be obferv’d there was a manifeft Reafon 
‘ why one Account was to be upon Oath, fuppofing it 
“had been fo, (viz.) That it related to many things 
“which could not fo eafily be examin’d, or in fo fhort 
“atime; whereas the Commillioners Account was but a 
* meer Extract, and might be cafliy detected, if not,true. 

‘ But what do thefe People pretend to confront this 
© Account with, and of what effect will be the Evi- 
« dence they bring? They quote the Report of the In- 
¢ fector-General, Dr. Davenant, to the Lords Commifli- 
*oners of Trade, &c. about December 1711. from 


© which, with far lefs Truth than Confidence, they fuggelt, 


¢ That the Manufcript which the Do¢tor fays he found in 
‘the Cuftom-houfe, and which the Doctor fays be 
© believes is a fair Account extratted from the Books of 
© Entries, is the fame with their old Corrupted SCHEME, 
‘tho’ if it were fo it would ftandthem in no flead at 
© all to the purpofe they have before them. 

¢ But then finding it contradiéts the Accounts which 
€ the Commiffioners have given in, they would inter 

that the Doéter is Right, and the Scheme alfo ; and 
¢ that the Commiflioners Accounts are Wrong. 

© Now fetting this ina true Light, I fay it will with- 
€ out any difficulty, and in a’ few Words appear, that 
the Doétor, as far as le Vouches, is RIGHT; the 
“Commiffioners alfo are RIGHT ; and yet the Old 
¢ Scheme remains a confounded Cheat ; and the Club 
© of Deceivers who appear for it a pack of K S. 
© The Cafe ts this: 

‘The Infpector-General begins his Relation with 
€ declaring frankly and fairly, shat he has not extra@ed 
 thefe coer out of the Books of Entries; his 
« Words are thefe: Out of the voluminous Books of En- 
‘ sries, Cc. to make fuch an Abffratt for 3 0r 4. Years, as 
< might let us into the Quantity and Value of Goods Ex- 
« ported and Imported between us and the Nations with 
© whow we deal, would be the Work of more than Two 
© Years 3 allthe light Ihave been able tozain, (9c. is from 
© 4 Manufcript remaining in the Cujiom-houfe, pro ut Pag. 
© 10, 11 Report, Gc. So it is plain he had not extracted 
€ any thing from the Books. 

‘ But the Houfe of Lords commanding a more narrow 
‘fearch into the Veracity of the O SCHEME, 
© which their Lordfhips had good reafon to fufpe& for 
‘an OLD CHEAT; the Commiflioners of the Cu. 
‘ ftoms accordingly fet about the Work of extracting a 
‘ particular Account from the Old ENTRIES, which 
‘ the Infpe&tor-General not having the fame prefling 
‘ occafion, nor time to do it, was not obliged to do. 

‘Ie is rue, the Infpector-General faid be believed the 
© {aid ManuIcript was a true Extraél; Who indeed would 
“have doubted it! When, as the Doélor fays, it ap- 
¢ pear'd to have been delivered into the Houle of Com- 








‘mons! Who would have thought fuch Chears could 
‘ have been put upon a Houfe of Commons ! and efpe- 
‘ cially if at the foot of ir, as mas of the old Scheme, it 
“was faid, and feveral Merchants Names put to it 
© however procured) This us the FULL of what was Ex- 
€ ported, 8c. 

“It does not in the leaft leffen the Veracity of the 
¢‘ InfpeCtor-General therefore, that he might be de- 
‘ceived andthought it a true Account, tho’ indeed it 
‘was a horrible Cheat; tor was not the Parhament 
‘ made to believe the fame tning! and the End anfwer'd 
‘by it? So that the Prohibition was obtain’d by it, 
‘ which was the thing aimd at; and which you might 
‘ very well call 2 wild Atl of Parliament in your ME R- 
‘C ATOR; The Preamble to which A& for Prohi- 
¢ biring Commerce with France, which thefe Men quote 
© fo often, might have run thus: Forafmuch as the Par- 
© liament having been Impofed upon by Evil Men (who 
‘ defigned to make their private and Party-Giin by it) 
‘ 10 believe that it hah been by long experience found, that 
© the Importation of Wine, Brandy, Silk, @7c. from France, 
‘hath much excbaufted the Treajure of this Nation, &c. 
‘therefore be it ENACTED ; alas! How foolifh'y and 
‘ wildly. In this Opinion itis apparent the Infpefor- 
‘ General concurs with me, in that he tells us plainly, 
© thofe very Merchants who pufhd on that Prohibition 
“ were at the fame time laying in vaft Stocks of French 
‘ Brandy to make their private Gain by the Prohibi- 
“tion, while they pretended it was for the Good of their 
© Country. See the rit Pag. 5%. 

‘And if thefe juft Men were as nice in their Reflec- 
‘tions on One Side as they are on the Orher, they 
‘ nced fearch no farther than this for a Reafon why 
© thofe Merchants were fo eafily drawn in to fet their 
‘Hands to the OLD SCHEME. The Cafe was this ; 
“they that drew them in had the Plot of the Prohibi- 
* tion to carry on againft the Court, and they who were 
* drawn in found a way to get Money by the Bargain, 
‘ by buying up vaft Quantities of Brandy beforehand ; 
. f which more hereafter. 

Upon the whole: The Door tells you, he gave his 
© Account from that Manufcript which he thought was 
‘ a fair Extra&t of the Books of Entries, tho’ indeed it 
* was not. 

On the other Hand : The Commiffioners tell you, they 
© have really extracted theirs from the Books of Entries 
‘ and they are fure that their Account is Right, and the 
“OLD SCHEME is a Cheat. 

‘ And where’s the Difficulty now I pray of all this? 
* Here’s no Cheat any where but in the SCHEME : 
“only that thefe Men would fain make a Difficulty. 
‘and make it a difputable Poiat, which it is plain ic 
‘ cannot be. 

* The Doétor, they fay, is upon Oath; but if fo, he 
‘ only fwears that he believ'd that Manufcript was a fair 
‘Account: The Commiflioners are not upon Oath, but 
‘ they give an Account which they are fure is Right;.and 
‘ they refer to the Extract of the Books for a Proof of it. 





From the Custom-Houseg. 


Exported to France in two Days, December 23, 24. 


* 1co Stuffs 
* 20 Double Bays 
5 Long Cloths 
8 Short Cloths 
31 Fodder 1C. Lead 
; 20C. Allom 
20C. Copperas 
ts 200 C, Legwood 
) 300 |. Painters Colours 4 
1783 |. Cotton Woohl 
66c5 |]. Pepper 
2359 !. Pimento 
300 Quarter Oats 
2 Ton Block Tin 
459 !. Pewrer 
14 Groce Corks 
85 C. Raifins 
25 ]. Cortex Peruy. 
164.131 1, Virginia Tohacco 
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